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Southern Qiang language 


Southern Qiang is a Sino-Tibetan language of the Qiangic branch 
spoken by approximately 81,300 people along the Minjiang 
(Chinese: lllK>I) river in Sichuan Province, China. 

Unlike its close relative Northern Qiang, Southern Qiang is a tonal 
language . 


Southern Qiang dialects 


Southern Qiang is spoken in Li County (in Taoping Chinese: etc.), Wenchuan County (in Longxi jz 

'/H, Luobozhai W bH, Miansi etc.), and parts of Mao County. It consists of seven dialects: Dajishan, 
Taoping, Longxi, Mianchi, Heihu, Sanlong, and Jiaochang, which are greatly divergent and are not mutually 
intelligible. 

Names seen in the older literature for Southern Qiang dialects include Lofuchai (Lophuchai, Lopu Chai), 
Wagsod (Wa-gsod, Waszu)P i and Outside/Outer Mantse ( Man-tzu )J 4 ^ The Southern Qiang dialect of Puxi 
Township has been documented in detail by Huang (2007).^ 

Liu (1998) adds Sanlong (Chinese: H||) and Jiaochang (t$i|§) to the Southern subdialectsJ 6 ^ 

Sims (2016)^ characterizes Southern Qiang as the perfective agreement suffixes innovation group. 
Individual dialects are highlighted in italics. 

Southern Qiang 

■ 'inward' *ji innovation subgroup 

■ North Wenchuan: Longxi 1z : M^ 

■ South Wenchuan: Miansi 

■ 'downward' *3- innovation subgroup 

■ Western Lixian: Puxi Xuecheng Muka 7k Jiuzi 
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Southern Qiang 

Region 

Sichuan 

Province 

Ethnicity 

Qiang people 

Native speakers 

81,000 (1999)M 

Language 

family 

Sino-Tibetan 

■ Qiangic 

■ Qiang 

- Southern 
Qiang 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

qxs 

Glottolog 

sout2728 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 

rg/resource/lan 

guoid/id/sout27 

28) Pi 

























Eastern Lixian: Taoping , Tonghua 


Southern Qiang consonants 


Consonants are presented in the table below.® 



Labial 

Dental 

Retroflex 

Palato-alveolar 

Palatal 

Velar 

Uvular 

Voiceless stop 

P 

t 




k 

q 

Aspirated stop 

P h 

t h 




k h 

q h 

Voiced stop 

b 

d 




g 

G 

Voiceless affricate 


ts 

t? 

t; 

te 



Aspirated affricate 


ts h 

t£ h 

ip 

t£ h 



Voiced affricate 


dz 

44 

d3 

dz. 



Voiceless fricative 

f 

s 

5 


£ 

X 

X 

Voiced fricative 


z 

4 


z. 

Y 

V, 

Nasal 

m 

n 



P 

n 


Lateral 


1 






Semivowel 





j. M 

w 



Status 


As with many of the Qrangic languages , Southern Qiang is becoming increasingly threatened. Because the 
education system largely uses Standard Chinese as a medium of instruction for the Qiang people, and as a 
result of the universal access to schooling and TV, most Qiang children are fluent or even monolingual in 
Chinese while an increasing percentage cannot speak Qiang.® 

See also 


■ Q iang pe ople 

■ Qiangic languages 
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